[A Pediatric case of lupoid leishmaniasis diagnosed by PCR].
The purpose of this paper is to describe the clinical features of lupoid leishmaniasis in a child and to underline the use of PRC as a necessary and reliable tool in controversial diagnosis. Lupoid leishmaniasis, also known as chronic or relapsing leishmaniasis, is mainly widespread in the Middle East, where it represents up to 5% of all cutaneous Leishmaniasis. It strongly resembles Lupus Vulgaris, both clinically and histologically, and is therefore not usually diagnosed immediately but after a certain period of time. The amastigotic forms are rare or absent. The cutaneous nodules or plaques can slowly enlarge over the years. The case of an eleven-year-old albanian child living in Durazzo (Albania), suffering since three years with a plaque formed by apple-jelly nodules and scars on his right cheek, is presented. Using PCR, the presence of Leishmania infantum DNA led to a diagnosis of lupoid leishmaniasis. The therapeutic strategy of a combination of oral itraconazole and infiltration of metilglucamina antimoniate has been carried out, with good result, as checked through "telemedicine".